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monwealth, as the Society, in its discretion, may deter- 
mine. 

Mr. Ellis presented a number of valuable papers, 
consisting in part of letters from William Vassall and 
others, relating to lands in Maine ; and also a petition, 
dated March, 1777, from sundry persons in Pownal- 
borough in that Province, calling themselves Episcopa- 
lians, " great part of them French and Dutch German 
Protestants," praying that they " may be freed from 
being assessed or taxed in any parish for ministerial 
rates," &c, as they now pay a minister of their own. 

Mr. Savage presented to the Society copies of letters 
of Rev. John Allin, the ejected Vicar of Rye, Sussex, 
1662, relating to his father in New England, of date 
1663 to 1673-4. These letters were sent to Mr. Savage 
by Mr. Cooper, of London. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April 9, 1857. 

The Society held their annual meeting on Thursday, 
April 9, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont Street, 
Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in 
the chair. 

The Librarian submitted the following report : — 

Since the last annual meeting, there have been added to the 
library, by donation, a hundred and eighty-six printed volumes, 
five hundred and ninety-one pamphlets, two maps, and two 
unbound files of newspapers ; all of which have been arranged 
and catalogued. The number of volumes taken from the 
library, by members and others, since the last report, is more 
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than double that of the preceding year; and the number of 
books consulted at the rooms bears nearly the same proportion 
to that of the year 1855-6. All the books taken out have 
been returned in good order, with the exception of two vo- 
lumes which were taken from the shelves without the know- 
ledge of the Librarian, and are still missing, notwithstanding 
the efforts which have been made to trace them with a view to 
their recovery. 

Since the library has been closed for examination, the books 
have been classified according to their subjects, and the whole 
library has been newly arranged with reference to the conve- 
nience of those who may hereafter frequent the rooms. 

One of the two volumes which are missing is " Sargent's 
History of Braddock's Expedition," which has not been seen 
since the removal of the books into the front-room in August 
last. The other missing volume is " Young's Chronicles of 
the Pilgrims," which was not missed till since the library was 
closed for the annual examination and arrangement of the 
books. It has been noticed in the library within two or three 
months. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from the Hon. Charles H. Warren, accepting his election 
as a Resident Member. 

The Cabinet Keeper communicated a donation from 
our associate, Mr. Sears, of the Sears Memorial, neatly 
framed. 

The President communicated the following letter 
from Judge Kane, of Philadelphia : — 

Philadelphia, 29th March, 1857. 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, President, &c. 

My dear Sir, — I want language to express my very grate- 
ful sense of the tribute with which the Historical Society has 
honored the memory of my son. He cannot have died too 
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soon, who had earned such a eulogy from men so eminently 
distinguished. It is only mournful that he could not have 
lived to witness the fame he had achieved, and to reflect its 
influence, as it would have been his best happiness to do, on 
the home-circle that he loved. I pray you, my dear sir, to 
make my rightful acknowledgments to the Society, and per- 
sonally to believe me 

Your very faithful and most obedient servant, 

I. K. Kane. 

The President also communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of the Tennessee Historical Society, express- 
ing the desire of that Society to possess " portraits of 
persons who have occupied positions of distinction 
within our country," with reference, among others, to 
those persons who have been distinguished in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts ; and asking for " the views 
and suggestions " of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety and their President. Voted to refer this letter to 
the Standing Committee. 

Mr. Clifford, from the Committee on the subject 
appointed at the last meeting, reported an Act of the 
Legislature passed according to the draught proposed 
by him, as follows ; viz. : — 

Commnnforaltjj of Ulassacbastns. 

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN. 

AN ACT IN KELATION TO THE MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

Sect. 1. — Nothing in the Act of Incorporation of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society shall prevent said Society from electing 
Associate or Corresponding Members residing without the limits of 
this Commonwealth, or Honorary Members residing either within or 
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without said limits, or from having as many as one hundred Resident 

Members, at their discretion. 

Sect. 2. — This Act shall take effect from and after its acceptance 

by said Society. 

House of Representatives, April 1, 1857. 
Passed to be enacted. 

Chas. A. Phelps, Speaker. 

In Senate, April 1, 1857. 
Passed to be enacted. 

Charles W. Upham, President. 

Approved April 2, 1857. 

Hekry J. Gardner. 

On motion, — Voted, That the foregoing Act be, and 
hereby is, accepted by the Society ; and that the same be 
extended upon the Society's records. 

Dr. Robbins, Chairman of the Standing Committee, 
made the following Report of the doings of the Com- 
mittee for the past year ; viz. : — 

It is unnecessary to occupy the time of the Society at this 
important meeting by a complete recital of all the doings of 
the Standing Committee during the past year. A concise 
summary of the most important of them may satisfy the 
requirements of an annual report. 

Nearly all of the members of this Society recollect the un- 
handsome condition of this building at the last annual meeting. 
At that period, not one of the improvements which we have 
since witnessed had been commenced. 

On the 3d of April, 1856, a vote was passed empowering 
the Standing Committee " to make such alterations and repairs 
in the rooms of the Society as in their judgment may be best." 
The duty thus assigned to the Committee, involving a great 
variety of more or less important arrangements, and requiring 
an almost daily direction and supervision, has been going on 
without intermission during the year. If the result is gene- 
rally satisfactory to the members, and especially to those whose 
liberal contributions have enabled them to carry out the pro- 
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jected improvements, the Committee will have no reason to 
regret the time and labor they have expended. 

The most important repairs and alterations of the building 
— with a single exception, to be referred to at the close of this 
report — have been the following: namely, a new entry and 
stairway ; doors and windows ; the introduction of gas, water, 
and pipes for a furnace ; the fitting-up of the large hall in 
the third story ; and the remodelling and furnishing of the 
ante-room, and of the middle room on the second story in 
which we are now convened. 

The manuscripts and printed papers which had been lying 
in heaps in the attic have been examined and classified, and 
deposited on shelves and in boxes in the small room in the 
upper story. The work of arranging and binding the valuable 
letters and papers in the cabinets, which was begun two years 
ago, has been completed, and a large collection formed, of 
neatly and uniformly bound and lettered volumes. 

The pamphlets, which have been catalogued during the year, 
have been arranged, according to their subjects, in neat cases. 

The library has been thoroughly examined, and the books 
re-arranged on the shelves of the middle room. The three 
volumes of the Society's old records have been substantially 
bound in one. 

The portraits and bound newspapers, and the natural curio- 
sities, have been distributed in order on the walls, table, and 
shelves in the hall above. 

Amongst the other duties discharged by the Committee 
may be mentioned the reprinting of volumes vii., viii., and ix. 
of the First Series of the Collections, which are now com- 
pleted and on our shelves, while volume x. is at present 
in the printer's hands ; the establishment of a system of ex- 
changes with literary and historical institutions, domestic and 
foreign ; and an engagement with Mr. Richardson, the pub- 
lisher of the " Historical Magazine," for a more extensive sale 
of the Society's Collections. 
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There have been sold during the year, at the rooms of the 
Society, seventeen complete sets of the Collections, amounting 
in value to $676.55 ; also eighty-five single volumes at $153 ; 
making a total of receipts at the library of $829.55. One 
hundred and twenty-seven copies of Bradford's History have 
been consigned to Messrs. Little and Brown. 

The following statement from Dr. Appleton will show the 
progress that has been made in the preparation of the new 
catalogue ; viz. : — 

Since the commencement of the work on the 18th of April, 1855, 
all of the bound volumes in the library (nearly eight thousand), with 
about three-fourths, say nine thousand, of the unbound pamphlets, have 
been catalogued, and the requisite cross-references prepared, amount- 
ing in the whole number, including duplicates, titles, and references, 
to about fifty-four thousand. 

It has been confidently expected that the catalogue would have 
been completed within a period of two years from the above date : but 
the interruptions consequent upon the alterations in the library-rooms, 
with the removal and classification of the books in the library, have 
prevented this result ; and a few weeks more will be required for the 
accomplishment of the work. 

The remainder of the library, consisting of the bound volumes of 
newspapers, with the residue of the pamphlets, may be catalogued 
during the month of May, unless a large portion of the time should be 
occupied in other duties connected with the affairs of the library. 

J. Appleton. 

The Committee have the pleasure of presenting to the 
Society a neat and beautiful casket which has been procured 
by the President for the preservation and safe keeping of the 
two original manuscript volumes of Winthrop's Journal, which, 
at his request, were intrusted to his charge by the Committee, 
to be carefully repaired. The Society will be glad to know 
that these precious relics have at length received the careful 
treatment they deserve ; and will less regret the tardiness of 
this provision for their security, since it has given to one whom 
it so well becomes, and to whose feelings it must be so grate- 
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ful, another opportunity of expressing his pious respect for his 
distinguished ancestor. 

Early in the month of January, 1857, an estimate having 
been made by the Chairman of the Standing Committee, in 
connection with Messrs. Deane and Shurtleff, of the expense 
of remodelling and fitting up the Society's inner room, which 
had been set apart for the reception of the Dowse Library, the 
Chairman was requested to inform the executors of Mr. Dowse 
of the result. 

On the 8th of January, a letter was received from Mr. Liver- 
more, generously offering on the part of the executors to 
appropriate and deposit the sum of three thousand dollars, 
subject to the order of the Chairman, to be expended, in 
whole or in part, as might be found necessary for the con- 
templated purpose. 

Engagements were immediately entered into with compe- 
tent mechanics for the different portions of the work. It was 
deemed advisable not to employ an architect. The utmost 
despatch, consistent with thorough and faithful workmanship, 
has been used, in order to have all things in complete order 
before the annual meeting. It seemed impossible to accom- 
plish the work in so short a time ; but, through the promptness 
and energetic exertions of all concerned, it has been done. 
The books, during the last week, were carefully removed from 
Cambridge, and deposited and partially classified in their new 
cases. The room is finished and furnished, and will soon be 
opened for the inspection and occupancy of the Society. 

In closing this report, it is a grateful duty to acknowledge 
the constant and assiduoiis aid of Dr. Shurtleff, the valuable 
services of Mr. Deane in arranging the books, and the ever- 
welcome suggestions of the President and Mr. Livermore. 

AH that remains for me is to close, with a feeling of relief, 
my humble services to the Society on the Standing Committee, 
with the presentation to them of this account of my steward- 
ship, and to render back to the executors of Mr. Dowse a 

21 
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special trust, by placing in their hands the key of the Dowse 
Library, together with an exhibit of the disbursement of the 
funds intrusted by them to my charge. The work has not 
been performed without anxiety : we trust it may be contem- 
plated without disappointment. 

Mr. Lincoln, from the Committee appointed at the 
March meeting to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year, reported the following list ; and the persons there- 
in named were elected, viz. : — 

President. 

Hon. ROBERT C. WINTHROP, LL.D Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

JARED SPARKS, LL.D Cambridge. 

Hon. DAVID SEARS, A.M Boston. 

Recording Secretary. 
Rev. CHANDLER ROBBINS, D.D Boston. 

Corresponding Secretary. 

JOSEPH WILLARD, A.M Boston. 

Treasurer. 

Hon. RICHARD FROTHINGHAM, Jun Charlestown. 

Librarian. 

Rev. SAMUEL K. LOTHROP, D.D Boston. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, M.D Boston. 

Standing Committee. 

WILLIAM BRIGHAM, A.B Boston. 

FRANCIS PARKMAN, A.B Boston. 

GEORGE LIVERMORE, A.M Cambridge. 

Rev. WILLIAM P. LUNT, D.D Quincy. 

THOMAS ASPINWALL, A.M Boston.- 

The Committee appointed at the March meeting to 
examine the Treasurer's accounts for the year ending in 
April, made the following Report ; viz. : — 



1857.] THE DOWSE LIBRARY. 163 

Boston, April 8. 

The undersigned, a Committee to examine the accounts of 
the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical Society, have at- 
tended to that duty, and report, that the accounts are properly 
vouched and correctly cast, and that there are in the hands 
of the Treasurer the following balances: On the General 
Account, two hundred and twenty-three dollars and thirty- 
six cents ; on the Appleton-Fund account, two hundred and 
seventy dollars and four cents ; on the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Society Trust Fund, thirty-two dollars. 



N. I. Bowditch 
G. R. Russell 



' > Committee. 



George Livermore, Esq., then rose, and spoke as fol- 
lows : — 

Mr. President, before any further business is introduced, 
I move that the Society proceed to take possession of the 
Dowse Library. 

The Chairman of the Standing Committee has already 
informed you, that the library presented to the Society last 
summer by Mr. Thomas Dowse, of Cambridge, has been 
removed to the room prepared for it in this building, and the 
key of the same delivered to Mr. Dowse's executors. 

The pleasant duty now devolves upon me of transferring to 
you this key, which will, I hope, open to the Society a new 
source of interest and usefulness to its members, and through 
them, indirectly, to many others. 

My colleague, Mr. Dale, who is present on this interesting 
' occasion by special invitation from the officers of the Society, 
agrees with me in feeling entire confidence, that as the future 
guardians of this important trust, chosen by Mr. Dowse him- 
self, the Society will continue to exercise a due regard to the 
wishes of the donor and the conditions of his gift. 
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Perhaps I may now be pardoned if I frankly confess, that a 
feeling of fond pride and interest in the place of my birth had 
oftentimes led me to hope that Mr. Dowse would leave his 
library to some public institution in the city of Cambridge ; 
but, for reasons which I cannot but approve, he decided other- 
wise. As he has placed with his executors, in trust, the means 
of founding an institution in that city, which will cause his 
name to be for ever remembered with gratitude by the people 
of the place where he so long resided, it would be ungracious 
in me, as a citizen of Cambridge, and a friend of the generous 
benefactor of more than one public institution, to question the 
wisdom of his decision in the disposition of his library. 

I therefore, with great pleasure, hand you this catalogue 
of the collection, and the key -to the room in which it is con- 
tained. 

The President, on receiving the key to the Dowse- 
Library Room from the hands of Mr. Livermore, invited 
Hon. Josiah Quincy, sen., and Hon. James Savage, the 
senior members of the Society, to marshal the newly 
elected officers and the members of the Society into the 
new room. After the officers had taken their seats at 
the table, Mr. Winthrop spoke as follows : — 

You will hardly expect me, gentlemen, to resume my posi- 
tion as President in this beautiful apartment, and to take 
possession of this sumptuous official chair, without something 
more than a mere formal acknowledgment of the honor you 
have done me by the re-election which has just taken place. 
For that honor I sincerely thank you ; but with this almost 
magical transformation fresh in our view, and with this key 
and this communication newly placed in my hand, I should be 
quite inexcusable were I to waste an instant on any thing so 
merely accidental, personal, and temporary as the result of 
our annual election of officers. 
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I can hardly be mistaken in thinking, that this occasion is 
destined to be long remembered as an epoch in the history of 
our Society, and that from the opening of yonder folding doors, 
I might almost say, " on golden hinges turning," through 
which we have been admitted to the enjoyment of these ample 
accommodations and these priceless treasures, will be dated 
a new era of its existence. 

More than sixty-six years have now elapsed since its original 
organization. On the nineteenth day of February last, the full 
term of sixty-three years was completed since the date of its 
original act of incorporation. Our Society has thus just passed 
over that precise period in its career which old superstition 
has been accustomed to regard as somewhat peculiarly critical. 
But certainly all the omens for the future are most auspicious. 
It has gone through, indeed, with a pretty protracted chrysalis 
state ; but to-day it is permitted to display plumage and pinions, 
which promise a more sustained and prosperous progress than 
any of us could hitherto have ventured to anticipate for it. 

I would not speak disparagingly, however, of its day of 
small things. I would by no means forget or depreciate the 
services of those who watched over its humble beginnings. On 
the contrary, I cannot but feel that our very first acknowledg- 
ments, on such an occasion as this, should be paid to the 
memory of those devoted and excellent men by whom this old- 
est Historical Society in America was so well and so wisely 
instituted and organized. 

In that precious volume of original records which has been 
carefully bound up for preservation, we find that the first formal 
meeting of the Society took place on the twenty-fourth day of 
January, 1791. It was held at the house of the Hon. William 
Tudor, and was attended by only eight persons. There is a 
tradition that a previous meeting had been held, at which there 
were but five; and that, on this subsequent occasion, each of 
the five had been relied on to bring a friend. Foremost on the 
list of those present, by every claim of personal merit as well 
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as of alphabetical order, is found the name of the Rev. Jeremy 
Belknap, D.D., the well-known historian of New Hampshire, 
and author of the American Biography, whose services to the 
general cause of American history, as well as to this Society 
in particular, can never be overestimated. Next stand the 
cherished names of the Rev. John Eliot, D.D., and the Rev. 
James Freeman. Then comes the Hon. James Sullivan, after- 
wards Governor of Massachusetts, and our first President. 
Next we find mentioned in order the Rev. Peter Thacher, 
D.D. ; Judge Tudor himself, the host of the occasion, and our 
first Treasurer ; Mr. Thomas Wallcutt ; and James Winthrop, 
Esq., of Cambridge. At this meeting, however, two of the ori- 
ginal members of the Society appear to have been absent, whose 
names can by no means be spared from our little roll of distin- 
guished founders, — William Baylies, Esq., of Dighton, and 
the Hon. George Richards Minot, of Boston, whose valuable 
contributions to the history of Massachusetts, and more espe- 
cially during one of its most momentous periods, are fresh in 
the grateful remembrance of us all. 

These were our Decemviri ; and to their timely forecast 
and their devoted efforts it is due, not only that this Society 
had an existence at all at that early day, but that so many of 
the materials of our New-England and American history were 
seasonably rescued from oblivion and decay, and placed within 
the reach of those who have known so well how to use them. 
I trust that more of the portraits of these venerable founders 
of our Society may hereafter adorn our walls. 

Meantime, it is not a little interesting, as we enter to-day 
upon these commodious and elegantly furnished apartments, 
to look back upon the narrow and economical arrangements of 
that early period, when we find it a matter of formal entry 
and acknowledgment, that the first gift to the Society came in 
the shape of a little paper-covered blank-book for records, pre- 
sented by President Sullivan ; and when, as we learn soon 
afterwards (viz., on the 30th of June, 1791), the Treasurer 
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was desired to purchase twelve chairs, — which are carefully 
described as " Windsor green, elbow-chairs ; " and " a plain 
pine-table," which is required to be " painted, with a draw 
and lock and key ; " and " an inkstand, &c." The little paper- 
book is still extant, with all its pages filled up in the large 
round hand of the first Kecording Secretary, Mr. Wallcutt ; 
and the chairs, inkstand, &c, are believed to be the same 
which, until within a few months past, have constituted a prin- 
cipal part of the furniture of our rooms, and which will still, I 
trust, be sacredly preserved as memorials of our small begin- 
nings. 

It would occupy too much time for such an occasion as this 
to attempt any detailed account of the gradual rise and 
progress of the Society. An excellent sketch of it, by our 
venerable and valued associate the Rev. Dr. Jenks, may be 
found in the seventh volume of the Third Series of our Col- 
lections ; and the admirable Anniversary Discourse of Dr. 
Palfrey, in the ninth volume of the same series, contains a 
faithful review of the first half-century of oxir existence. I 
hope that a full history of the Society, as exhibited in its ori- 
ginal records, and in a shape in which it may be circulated 
separately from our ordinary publications, may soon be under- 
taken and completed by some one of our number. There is 
ample evidence, however, both within and beyond these walls, 
of the aggregate results which have been accomplished. In 
the numerous and prosperous kindred associations, in other 
States and in our own State, which have grown up under its 
example and encouragement, and to all of which we hold out 
afresh this day the right hand of fellowship ; in the thirty- 
three well-filled volumes which have been published under its 
auspices and by its direct agency ; in the many other valuable 
publications for which it has furnished materials, and, in some 
cases, authors ; in the precious collection of books and pam- 
phlets and manuscripts which it has gradually accumulated 
here for the convenient consultation of the students and 
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writers of history, — in these and many other considerations 
and circumstances we may find abundant proof, that no insuf- 
ficiency of means, no narrowness of accommodations, no 
plainness of furniture, and no paucity of numbers, have pre- 
vented the Society from fulfilling the largest expectations 
which could have been reasonably formed of it, even by the 
most hopeful of its founders and friends. 

It will be well for our own reputation, if we in our turn, 
and in this day of its comparative prosperity, shall succeed in 
leaving behind us the evidences of a proportionate progress. 

Before turning entirely from the reminiscences of the past, 
I must not omit to add to the list of those to whom the Society 
has owed most, in other days, the name of Christopher Gore, 
another Governor of Massachusetts, and our second President, 
who generously emulated the example of his predecessor, Gov- 
ernor Sullivan, in his devotion to its interest, and whose liberal 
contributions of money, as well as of time, render him pre- 
eminent, perhaps, among our earlier benefactors. 

The first dawning of our present bright and auspicious day 
may be traced to the munificence of the late Samuel Appleton, 
from whose executors the sum of ten thousand dollars was re- 
ceived a few years since as a publishing fund, and of which 
the worthy first-fruits are already before the public, in the 
long-lost Pilgrim History of Governor Bradford, so recently 
and admirably edited by our associate, Mr. Charles Deane. 

The next rays of our sunrise were found in the liberal 
donations of our excellent fellow-members, Mr. David Sears 
and Mr. Nathan Appleton, seconded by a similar donation from 
our respected friend, Mr. Jonathan Phillips, and followed by 
the contributions of Mr. William Appleton, Mr. John E. 
Thayer, Mr. Peter C. Brooks, Mr. John C. Gray, and others 
both in and out of our ranks. The fund thus raised — com- 
menced for the purpose by Mr. Sears, and closed so handsomely 
by our venerable senior member, President Quincy, whom we 
are proud to count still among our most zealous co-operators, 
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after more than sixty years of active service — furnished the 
means of securing for the Society the sole and permanent pos- 
session of this most desirable building, on this old historical 
site, overhanging the graves of so many of the fathers and 
founders of our state and city, and endeared to us all by so 
many hallowed associations of remote and of recent history. 

But I must not longer postpone the acknowledgment, which 
we all feel to be especially due from us this day, to the memory 
of that remarkable self-made man, who has made this Society 
the chosen depositary and privileged guardian of the noble 
library which it was the pride of his long life to accumulate, 
and upon the enjoyment of which we are now permitted to 
enter. 

The room in which we are gathered is to be known hence- 
forth as the Dowse Library of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. It has been thus elegantly fitted up under the direc- 
tion of a committee of our own number, with the Rev. Dr. 
Chandler Robbins as its able and untiring head, and Dr. Natha- 
niel B. Shurtleff as his always efficient auxiliary. It has all 
been done, however, at the sole expense of Mr. Dowse's estate, 
and by the express authority of his executors, who have con- 
sulted his own well-understood views in the execution of this 
part of the honorable discretion committed to them. Here the 
precious volumes which he himself, in his lifetime, watched 
over so fondly, and consulted so frequently, have been arranged, 
and are to be carefully classified, under the direction of our 
worthy Librarian, Dr. Lothrop ; and from this apartment, 
which they will henceforth exclusively occupy, they are never, 
in any contingency which can be anticipated, to be removed. 
An original sketch of our distinguished associate, Mr. Everett, 
by Stuart, and a fine marble bust of Sir Walter Scott by 
Chantrey, — which were the chosen ornaments of the library 
while it was at Cambridge, — have also found their appropriate 
places in the same association here. Busts of Milton and 
Shakspeare, of Franklin and Washington, and of others whose 

22 . 
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writings or whose lives were especially dear to Mr. Dowse, are 
arranged upon the cases ; while, from the principal niche at 
the head of the room, the speaking portrait of the venerable 
donor himself, procured for the purpose by the order and at 
the expense of the Society, looks benignantly down upon these 
cherished friends of his youth and of his age, from which he 
has so recently been called to part, and offers an accustomed 
and recognized welcome to all who worthily approach to enjoy 
their privileged companionship. 

A nobler monument to such a man, a nobler monument 
to any man, could not have been devised, nor one better 
calculated to secure for him an enviable and delightful remem- 
brance long after the costliest cenotaph or the most magnificent 
mausoleum would have crumbled into dust. To us it is an 
invaluable treasure ; and the name of Thomas Dowse will 
henceforth be inscribed upon our rolls and upon our hearts 
among our greatest and most honored benefactors. 

I cannot receive the key which has just been handed to me, 
without recurring to the occasion, less than a year ago, when 
he himself presented to me a noble volume of " Purchas's Pil- 
grims," as the earnest of the donation which is this day so 
happily consummated. The volume is here, and will now 
resume its place in the series to which it belongs ; but the 
hand which gave it is cold and motionless, and the ear to which 
I would again have addressed your acknowledgments is 
beyond all reach of human utterance. I rejoi.ce to perceive, 
however, that there is at least one of the witnesses to that 
transaction present with us on this occasion ; and while I 
offer, in your behalf and in my own, a humble tribute of affec- 
tionate gratitude to the dead, I feel it to be but just to unite 
with it an expression of cordial thanks to the living, by whom 
the wishes of Mr. Dowse and the welfare of our Society have 
been so kindly and liberally consulted. Mr. Dowse himself 
would, I am sure, have rejoiced to know, that the name of his 
chosen and devoted friend would be associated with his own 
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in the grateful remembrance and respect of all who shall now 
or hereafter enjoy the privileges of this charming resort ; and 
the name of George Livermore will be always so associated. 
The munificent provision which has been this moment an- 
nounced, in the communication just delivered to me, as having 
been made by himself and his colleague, Mr. Eben. Dale, for 
the permanent safe keeping and superintendence of the 
library, calls especially for our renewed acknowledgments ; 
and I tender to them both, in behalf of every member of 
the Society, a sincere expression of our deep and heartfelt obli- 
gation. 

It only remains for me, gentlemen, to remind you that our 
responsibilities increase proportionately with our opportunities 
and advantages ; that many things remain to be desired and to 
be done to perfect other departments of our Institution, and 
to render them worthy of what has thus been inaugurated ; 
and to assure you, that, for myself, I shall most gladly co-operate, 
in every way in my power, with the excellent and efficient 
officers whom you have associated with me, in promoting the 
continued prosperity and welfare of a Society whose objects are 
at once so interesting and so important. 

I proceed, without further delay, to lay before you the com- 
munication of Mr. Dowse's executors, which will tell its own 
story far better than I could describe it. 

The President then read the following letter : — 

Cambridge, April 9, 1857. 

Hon. Robert C. Winthkop, 

President of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

Dear Sir, — The library of the late Thomas Dowse, presented by 
him during his lifetime to the Massachusetts Historical Society, having 
been removed from the rooms it so long occupied to the new and con- 
venient apartment prepared for it by the Society, his executors desire 
on this occasion to express through you their thanks to the officers and 
members of the Society for the kind regard to the wishes and views 
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of the donor, which they have shown in all their proceedings relating 
to the subject. 

In his will, which was executed before he had decided what disposi- 
tion to make of his library, Mr. Dowse, after making liberal and equal 
bequests to his relatives, declared it to be his purpose, should his life 
be spared, to dispose of the residue of his property for charitable, 
literary, and scientific uses. But, well knowing how uncertain his life 
was, and being unwilling that his general purpose should be defeated 
by any delay to make a particular disposition of his property, he placed 
the entire residue of his estate, real, personal, and mixed, in trust, to 
be applied by his executors — after paying his just debts, and the lega- 
cies referred to — to the uses above named. 

A little more than a month from the time he signed his will, Mr. 
Dowse determined to offer to the acceptance of the Historical Society, 
and to commit to their keeping, his library, containing the dearest 
earthly objects of his affections, the friends of many years, his guides 
in youth, his support in manhood, his solace in old age. This act was 
the spontaneous decision of his own mind, uninfluenced by the slightest 
hint from any other source. To the close of his life, he took the 
greatest pleasure in expressing to his neighbors and friends the con- 
tinually increasing satisfaction which he felt in his decision, and the 
grateful feelings he cherished for the prompt, hearty, and delicate 
manner in which the Society had responded to his proposition. 

Two works of art — the only objects of the kind which had a place 
in his library at Cambridge — have been removed with the books to 
the new apartments, and are now offered by his executors to the 
acceptance of the So6iety, — the marble bust, by Chantrey, of Sir 
Walter Scott ; and the unfinished portrait, by Stuart, of one who for 
many years shared, to a degree which few others have done, the 
friendship and regard of Mr. Dowse, and who has paid so beautiful 
and appropriate a tribute to his character, — your illustrious associate, 
Edward Everktt. 

That the library which is now transferred to the Historical Society 
may be for ever preserved and used in accordance with the views of 
the donor, and the votes of the Society at the time the gift was 
accepted, the executors, in accordance with the trust imposed upon 
them by the will of Mr. Dowse, have decided to appropriate the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, as "the Dowse Fund of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society ; " the principal to be for ever kept intact, and the 
income to be used for the purposes above named. This sum is inde- 
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pendent of the amount previously paid for the expenses of removing 
the library, and preparing the room to receive it. 

Respectfully yours, 

GEORGE LiVEKMORE, ) Executors of the Will 
EBEN. Dale, f of Thomas Dowse. 

"When Mr. Winthrop had taken his seat, Hon. Emory 
Washburn offered the following resolutions, prefacing 
them with remarks in his peculiarly happy style : — 

Resolved, That the best thanks of the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Society be presented to our respected and valued associate, 
Mr. George Livermore, and to his colleague, Mr. Eben. Dale, 
for the munificent liberality with which they have exercised 
their discretion, as the executors of the last will and testament 
of the late venerable Thomas Dowse, in preparing and furnish- 
ing the room which this Society has set apart for the Dowse 
Library, and in establishing a fund for its safe keeping. 

Resolved, That the Society gratefully accept the said fund 
upon the conditions and for the uses set forth in the communi- 
cation of said executors, this day made to the President ; and 
that said communication, with these resolutions, be entered 
upon the record. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Charles Deane, Esq., offered the following resolution, 
which was passed : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
Joseph Willard, Esq., for his faithful and devoted services 
as Recording Secretary during the unprecedented term of 
twenty-two years. 

Mr. Willard made a very graceful response, thanking 
the Society for the honor they had conferred upon him, 
for such a long series of years, by annual election. 
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Further remarks were made by Hon. Jared Sparks, 
who proposed the names of two distinguished foreign 
historians as honorary members. 

Mr. Paige offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
Rev. Dr. Robbins for his devoted labors as Chairman of the 
Standing Committee during the past year, and also for the 
especial service he has rendered in taking charge of the pre- 
parations necessary to the fitting-up of the Dowse Library. 

Resolved further, That the thanks of the Society are due to 
Dr.- N. B. Shurtleff for his valuable suggestions and efficient 
services in arranging said library. 

Hon. Edward Everett then presented to the Society 
a rare English manuscript which he had received from 
Thomas Carlyle, containing memoranda relating to the 
Franklin family in England previous to their removal 
to America. He accompanied his gift with the follow- 
ing remarks : — 

I felt strongly impelled, Mr. President, to say a few words, 
by way of seconding the resolutions so appropriately moved 
and so handsomely supported by Governor Washburn ; but the 
terms in which our respected associate, Mr. Livermore, has 
expressed himself in the personal allusion to myself, in that 
most welcome communication which you have just read, has 
put it out of my power, without indelicacy, to say a word on 
the subject. I may add too, sir, that the manner in which 
you have, on this most interesting occasion, spoken for us all, 
leaves not another word to be desired or supplied by myself or 
any other individual. I rise only, therefore, at this somewhat 
late hour of the morning, to offer to the acceptance of the 
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Society, through you, what I am confident you will regard as 
an interesting relic ; viz., the original manuscript record-book 
of the small tithes of the parish of Ecton, Northamptonshire, 
England, from 1640 to about 1700, — the parish, I need not 
tell you, sir, where the family of Benjamin Franklin had been 
established for several generations previous to the emigration 
of his father to Boston in 1682. This venerable relic had, it 
seems, been found in Northamptonshire by Mr. Wake, an 
English gentleman, who presented it to Mr. Thomas Carlyle. 
Mr. Carlyle, justly presuming that it would be of greater inte- 
rest in this country than it could have been in England, sent 
it to me, leaving the disposal of it to my discretion. I imme- 
diately determined, after having it suitably bound, to present 
it to the Historical Society ; deeming this body, as the oldest 
Historical Society in the United States, and established, too, in 
the city where Franklin was born, to be the proper place of 
deposit for a document of some interest in reference to his 
family. Mr. Carlyle sent me the manuscript by the hands of 
his friend, the eminent artist, Mr. Samuel Lawrence, with a 
letter bearing date 2d December, 1853 ; which, owing to acci- 
dental circumstances, did not reach me till November of the 
following year. I have, with Mr. Carlyle's permission, had 
the portion of this interesting and characteristic letter which 
relates to the manuscript copied into one of the blank pages, 
in the following terms : — 

Mr. Lawrence carries for me a little packet to your address, — a 
strange old brown MS., which never thought of travelling out of its 
native parish, but which now, so curious are the vicissitudes and growths 
of things, finds its real home on your side of the Atlantic, and in your 
hands first of all. The poor MS. is an old Tithes-Book of the parish 
of Ecton in Northamptonshire from about 1640 to almost 1700, and 
contains, I perceive, various scattered faint indications of the civil-war 
time, which are not without interest ; but the thing which should raise 
it above all tithes-books yet heard of is that it contains actual notices, 
in that fashion, of the ancestors of Benjamin Franklin, blacksmiths in 
that parish! Here they are, — their forge-hammers yet going, — 
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renting so many " yard-lands " of Northamptonshire church-soil, — 
keeping so many sheep, &c, &c, — little conscious that one of the 
demigods was about to proceed out of them. I flatter myself these old 
plaster-cast representations of the very form and pressure of the prime- 
val (or at least ^n'or-eval) Franklins will be interesting in America. 
There is the very stamp (as it were) of the black knuckles, of their 
hob-nailed shoes, strongly preserved to us, in hardened clay, and now 
indestructible, if we take any care of it. 

In the interior of the parcel are the necessary further indications of 
its history. I am very happy now to give up this MS. to your piety, 
such being the best dictate of my own piety upon the subject. To 
your wise keeping and wise disposal I now surrender it ; and it is you 
that have it on your conscience hereafter, not I. 

I lost no time in thanking Mr. Carlyle for sending me this 
interesting document. I informed him of the use that I pro- 
posed to make of it, and that an opportunity would probably 
occur of bringing it to the public notice on occasion of the 
inauguration of the statue of Franklin, which was already in 
anticipation. I placed it in your hands, Mr. President, at the 
proper time for that purpose ; rejoicing to have it in my power 
to contribute in this way, however slightly, to the materials of 
the admirable address delivered by you on that occasion. In 
reply to my letter of acknowledgment, in which I had asked 
Mr. Carlyle' s permission to publish his part of the correspond- 
ence between us, he addressed a second letter to me, dated 
22d December, 1854, of which I have caused the following 
extract to be copied also into one of the blank leaves : — 

All is right with this matter of the old Tithes-Book ; and I am 
heartily pleased to find that it so pleases you, and is to have such 
honors as you indicate. A poor half-foolish and yet partly very 
serious and worthy old object has been rescued from its vague wan- 
derings over cosmos and chaos, and at length helped into its right place 
in the creation ; for which small mercy let us be thankful, and wish 
only, that, in bigger cases (of which in nature there are so many, and 
of such a tragical sort), the same perfect service could always be 
done. Alas ! alas ! 
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To-day I am in considerable haste, but would not lose a post in 
answering you about the letter you speak of. I quite forget what was 
in the letter in question, but do not doubt it would be some transcript 
of my then feelings about the matter on hand; part of the truth, 
therefore, and I hope not of the untruth, in regard to it : and I will 
very willingly commit it altogether to your friendly discretion, to make 
whatever use of it you find to be reasonable and feasible ; and so will 
say, Long life to Franklin's memory ! and add our little shout to that of 
the Bostoners in inaugurating their monument for him. " Long life 
to the memory of all brave men ! " — to which prayer, if we could add 
only, " Speedy death to the memory of all who were not so ! " it would 
be a comprehensive petition, and of salutary tendencies, in the epoch 
Barnum and Hudson. 

I will not take up your time, Mr. President, at this advanced 
hour, by a more detailed description of this ancient and inte- 
resting document. Mr. "Wake has facilitated the use of it by 
marking with a pencil the passages where the name of Frank- 
lin occurs. I feel gratified that it has fallen to my lot on this 
occasion, when we are taking formal possession of Mr. Dowse's 
magnificent library, to have it in my power to make the first 
offering to the Society after that happy event ; and that this 
offering should be an original manuscript volume, possessing 
some antiquarian interest in connection with the family of 
the great man whose merit was so fully appreciated by Mr. 
Dowse, and to whose memory, among the last acts of his life, 
he erected a monument, in granite, near his own last resting- 
place at Mount Auburn. 



SPECIAL MEETING, April 30. 

A special meeting of the Society, called by the Stand- 
ing Committee, was held at the house of William Brig- 
ham, Esq., 1061, Washington Street, Boston, on Thurs- 
day evening, April 30, at seven and a half o'clock. 
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